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Reich during the second half of 1923 and was to govern it again during the 1928-30 period. No serious conflicts were to be expected between such governments and the federal governments of the bourgeois bloc, dominated by the Reichswehr : Zeigner, in Saxony, brought about his own and his government's downfall in 1923 by criticising the Federal government's connection with illegal ultra-nationalist organisations, and the toleration of the Fememorde 1 which arose in this connection. But Severing, in Prussia, simply participated in all these matters so far as they were directed against the external, as distinct from the internal, enemy. The case for right-wing " Socialist" policies was that there had to be collaboration with the Reichswehr, which, partly because of these " Socialists," controlled Germany, in order to bring about some social reforms. It is true, the 1928 Steel conflict already mentioned demonstrated what these reforms were worth if the employers should seriously resist them.
Consent in essentials did not preclude dissent in many particular matters concerned with internal policy. Prussia might allow Russian or anti-War films which the Federal authorities preferred to ban. Or she might prohibit the illegal arming of Fascist organisations which the Federal government preferred to further, including the Stahlhelm, of which Hindenburg was the honorary President, and might even, on occasion, dissolve such organisations until Hindenburg enforced their re-establishment. The Reichswehr, on the other hand, might defend an illegal Fascist store of arms by claiming it as part of the illegal German rearmament which the Prussian government had to respect, and might even find cc legal " pretexts for preventing the Republican flag from being hoisted on Prussian State buildings with^vhich it had some connection.2 In all matters of this kind the Prussian government had sooner or later to retreat. The only field of political activity left to it was the introduction of as many Republicans as possible into the Prussian police, which might some day be called to counter high treason committed by the Federal government. But such introductions must not be too numerous, for a similar policy had been one of the reasons for the Reichswehr invasion of Saxony. The day was, indeed, to come.
1  i.e., murders committed by a kind of secret, and, of course, illegal tribunal of that illegal organisation in order to prevent, or if already committed to punish, the giving of information about illegal rearmament either to the Allied Disarmament Commission or to the " internal enemy ", whichever it was against which the illegal annex of the Reichswehr was preparing warfare.    See above, p. 117.
2 Braun, op. cit., pp. 26 ff.